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Objectives: The determination of fetal viability and the assessment of fetal age, fetal size (a one-time assessment) and fetal growth (the appropriate increase between two consecutive fetal size measurements) are the most important aspects of fetal care. Formulae and semi-automatic calculations can simplify the assessment of age, size and growth, all of which require only relatively simple calculations, but the number of different ''competing'' normal ranges for fetal biometric parameters renders the choice of a correct set difficult. Methods: A set of spreadsheets for basic biometric parameters (BPD, HC, AC, FL) was developed to compare a given dataset with a number of normal ranges (with published formulae for means and standard deviation as a function of gestational age). Comparisons are done visually (displaying all data set values into graphs with 5 th /50 th /95 th centile) and by analysing z-score distributions.
Results: The utility of the fetal biometry references tool is demonstrated by using a large test dataset of real clinical cases from a mostly Caucasian mixed screening and referral population, which is included. Any given dataset, e.g. from an interested operator's own population, can be pasted into the spreadsheet and analysed instantaneously.
Conclusions:
The fetal biometry references tool is intended to enable the interested operator to explore and understand their own fetal biometric data and to select appropriate normal ranges for an individual population.
